A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
Though it is not probable that, had James III obtained the
throne as a Protestant, very much would have been changed in
the new England of the Revolution, yet enough might have
been changed to render the subsequent history of England
different from what it was. The poor remnant of the royal
power might have been increased under kings who were
gentlemen, British, and of the national dynasty, and to whom
a strong feeling of personal affection would attach. The new
financial system, with the new Bank of England in control,
would certainly survive and be more and more the master of
society, but there would be some counter-weight to it and
possibly some diminution in the corresponding power of the
great moneyed interests—the big landowners and the Citv
merchants. The chances on the whole were in favour of a
restoration but for one thing—the religion of the claimant,
James III. It was the religion of his father, James II, which
had been his undoing, because it was upon that element of
unpopularity that the aristocracy worked to achieve their end.
The Catholic minority had become much less both in numbers
and in action during the intervening twenty-five years, and
London, which decided the affairs of England, was more anti-
Catholic than ever.
The man who would have put James III upon the throne, if
the thing could be done, was Henry St John, better known as
Lord Bolingbroke. This man was by far the greatest political
genius and finest orator produced by England in the eighteenth
century, and one of the very few whose personality made a dif-
ference in the new aristocratic system where class outweighed
character. He was almost alone among that class in supporting
the idea of true monarchy. He was now a man at the height of
his powers, thirty-six years of age, and had been in the Ministry
for ten years past; was Foreign Secretary, and had negotiated
the Peace of Utrecht.
He did what he could to prepare for the restoration of the
English royal line, but the task was a difficult one. First, because
the young King, James III (he was twenty-six), refused to
apostatize; secondly, because the main factor in Bolingbroke Js
scheme was uncertain. He could not know the moment of
Anne's death.
As the law stood the succession was fixed upon the Electress
Sophia, and she would be the next Queen of England by statute
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